
God Can Do All things 
Two of today’s lectionionary readings have given us the basics for our sermon today.  

God knows all about us and all about our needs.  You do not have to advertise to God about 
your needs.  God already knows about us.  God created us and God loves us.  You might 
sometimes think that God does not know.  God who even knows every hair on our head.  God 
knows about us.  We all have been given a great power by God to be modern day disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 

The writer of Genesis presents us with a unique story.  God appears to Abraham in the 
heat of the day at the Oak of Mamre.  Mamre refers to an ancient cultic shrine originally 
focused on a single holy tree since time immemorial at Hebron in Canaan.  You can imagine 
being in the Hot sun too long can make you imagine things.  The bible is clear that it was in the 
heat of the day.  I would submit that Abraham was not seeing things.  He did meet these three 
men according to the writer of Genesis.  These three men were left nameless.  They could have 
been any numbers of things.  They could have been angels sent to deliver a message to 
Abraham.  Abraham bowed before the three men and offer them hospitality immediately 
without knowing who they are and their reason for being there.  I would say they rolled out the 
red carpet for these three men.  He and Sarah.  They immediately ask Abraham about his wife 
Sarah.  You know that this is a setup.  The man said, “I will return back to you another year 
from now.  This would make you wonder.  Abraham and Sarah were childless at this point and 
the message that came from the three men is that you will have a child next year this time.  I 
want us to know that there is nothing too hard for God.  Sarah was well past child-bearing age, 
as well as Abraham.  We find this hard to believe as well as Sarah and Abraham.  They did 
conceive.  In life when we are ready to throw in the towel-God shows up and shows out.  God 
may not come to us directly, but God has a way of getting a message to us. 

We all have doubts about God and the power of God.  Sarah and Abraham had their 
doubts.  Isaiah reminds us that God thought’s and ways are not our thought and ways.  God 
Thoughts are far better.  God looks beyond human thoughts.  God knows everything: The 
present, the past, and the future.  The fact the Sarah knew that she was going to have a baby 
brought about great laughter to her. 

I would like to also say Jesus can do all Things.   

With Matthew, we encounter something altogether different. Jesus seems to be in the thick of 
fulfilling his Father's mission—preaching, teaching, healing—when he inducts his disciples into 
the same vocation. While the narrator's word about Jesus' compassion for his sheep (9:36) 
reminds us of the foundation of Jesus' mission, his commission introduces a different image: 
"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest" (9:37-38). Paired with Jesus' compassion is a sense of urgency. 
The time is ripe for their mission, so he summons them and gives them "authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness" (10:1).  We need to know 



that if we are commissioned by Jesus, we would be given the power to fulfill the ministry that 
we are commissioned to do. 

The language is very important because it is a near mirror image of the words used to describe 
Jesus' own practice in 9:35: "Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching ... and 
proclaiming ... and curing every disease and every sickness." At this moment the narrator 
introduces the twelve by name. In other words, the list of names does not stand alone as a mere 
registry of the twelve but as an introduction to an apostleship "charter." In this way we 
recognize that part of Jesus' own mission is to train followers to join the purposes for which his 
Father sent him. And the apostles' very identity is born in the midst of this movement from 
Father to Son to world. If, at this moment, we remembered Jesus' words in John, "as the father 
sent me, so I send you" (20:21), we would not be far afield. 

The emphasis on identity in mission continues after the list: "These twelve Jesus sent out with 
the following instructions..." (10:5). Their mission is not one that they must work out on their 
own. Jesus gives specific instructions on where to go and whom to visit, on what to say and 
what to do. We are left with the distinct impression that the twelve are defined by their 
participation in the ongoing movement of the kingdom into the world. We too, are 
commissioned and call to help equip others for the ministry of Jesus Christ.  The ministry for 
the church today as well. 

If we were to represent "kingdom" and "world" in a Venn diagram, the apostles—and we by 
extension—have been selected and instructed to occupy the overlap. Something of the intensity 
of this overlap is depicted in Jesus' extended instructions in 10:9-23. Like "sheep into the midst 
of wolves" (10:16) Jesus is sending them. Where the work of God meets the trajectory of the 
world resistance is greatest—they will be handed over to councils, flogged in synagogues, 
dragged before governors and kings, families will be divided, and stigmas borne because of 
Jesus'. 

And yet, with a promise anticipating the very end of the gospel, Jesus reminds his followers "do 
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say ... for it is not you who speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father speaking through you”.  In the very midst of persecution those 
obedient to Jesus' mission will be equipped and empowered with God's own presence. "I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age" (28:20). To participate in the proclamation and 
healing characteristic of Jesus' own mission is to get caught up in the very life of God's Son 
given to the world. 

The disciples Jesus called or commissioned still have the power today.  We have the 
power of the Holy Spirit to do the ministry that we are called to do.  Just like in the movies 
several years ago, “raising in the sun”. With Sidney Portier.  He began building a convent for a 
group of nuns and decided to walk away from it due to lack of funds and resources.  However, 
he did come back to complete the convent.  He was very resourceful in working it in around his 
schedule and getting the materials in order to complete the task.   



 

 

 

We are all followers of Jesus Christ and we may not see all of the resources that have 
given to us; but they are there.  God creation is still here, and the ministry of Jesus Christ is still 
going on.  Why? Because we have the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus says in His words that 
He would never leave us or forsake us.  We have all we need to be Christians today even amid 
the two pandemics that we are enduring.  Have faith and trust in God.  Amen 


