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SERMON 
FATHER’S DAY & OUR NATION’S FOUNDERS 

 
A.  INTRODUCTION 
*  Good morning Cranford Church, and anyone out there who may be watching. 
*  This is Father’s Day, and Pastor Hill asked Jeanne and I to bring you a message 
appropriate to this day. 
*  So, we chose to discuss, “Father’s Day & Our Nation’s Founders” 
*  Our Creator, Founder and Heavenly Father is certainly God himself, as well as His only 
begotten Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
*  Jesus Christ began our Lord’s prayer with, “Our father who art in heaven …” 
*  Other Biblical Fathers could include Adam, Moses, Abraham, Joseph, and Jonah. 
*  And America’s Founding Fathers include many names familiar to anyone with a passing 
knowledge of our nation’s history. 
*  But, there is a lack of understanding of the Biblical truths,  which the Founding Fathers 
of this nation, depended upon for this country's foundation.  
*  This ignorance erodes the Christian values which the Founding Fathers, had set as a 
course for the United States of America. 
 
B.  FAITH OF OUR FOUNDING FATHERS 
*  It has been wisely said, “If we do not know the foundation laid by the Founding Fathers 
for this nation, then we as a nation have no understanding on what we are to be today.  
Thus we are a nation that has no clear vision for tomorrow.” 
*  In the Book of Judges, we read of a time in Biblical history when the people of God were 
given their own nation. 
*  Those people served God during the lifetime of Joshua, and they saw all the great things 
the Lord had done. 
*  Sadly, after Joshua and the whole generation of his time died, another generation grew 
up who knew neither the Lord nor what He had done. 
*  The generation after Joshua, “…did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and served the gods of 
the people around them.  They forsook the Lord, the God of their ancestors.  They aroused 
the Lord's anger." (Judges 2: 1-12) 
 
C.  UNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTHS 
*  Once again, we emphasize, there is a lack of understanding of the Biblical truths on 
which the Founding Fathers of our nation laid this country's foundation. 
*  And this ignorance erodes the Christian values the Founding Fathers had set as a course 
for our country. 
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*  Therefore, we Christians must be prepared to give testimony of our belief, that it was 
God who raised up this nation, how He has blessed this country, and how He will deal with 
Americans, depending on the choices they make. 
 
D.  BELIEFS OF THE FOUNDERS 
*  There are many historical facts about the beliefs of the men who laid the foundation of 
this country. 
*  This Fourth of July season is a good time to gain an understanding of the heart of many 
of the men who signed The Declaration of Independence. 
*  Men who knew the Bible remembered Isaiah 45:5, where it says, "I am the LORD, and 
there is no other; apart from Me there is no God." (Isaiah 45:5) 
*  Many of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, had a firm conviction that there 
is one God, and Jesus is the King of kings. 
*  Two signers, John Adams and John Hancock said on April 18, 1775, "We Recognize No 
Sovereign but God and no King but Jesus!" 
 
E.  KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S WORD 
*  Our Founding Fathers clearly had knowledge of God's Word: 
*  Psalm 22:28 says, "for dominion belongs to the LORD and He rules over the nations.” 
*  The King James Bible says, “…He is the governor among nations.” 
*  In 1973, The University of Houston, Political Science Department released the results of 
a ten year study revealing the sources our Founding Fathers used most frequently in 
forming our system of government. 
*  From the pool of nearly 15,000 documents from our founding period the researchers 
selected 3,154 documents they considered most significant to our Founding Fathers. 
*  The research revealed, our Founding Fathers quoted heavily from three intellectuals, 
Montesquieu, Blackstone and Locke. 
*  The most interesting conclusion from the research, our Founding Fathers were more 
dependent upon the Bible than they were on these three intellectuals. 
*  The Bible was quoted 4 times more than Montesquieu, 16 times more than Blackstone or 
Locke. 
*  Ninety-four percent of the quotes of the Founding Fathers were based on the Word of 
God. 
*  Thirty-four percent of those quotes were directly from Scripture, and the remaining 
60% were taken from quotes where they had used the Bible to arrive at their conclusions. 
*  Now, for my full disclosure: 
*  I might have been considered a “Number’s Guy” in my day, but I wasn’t even in the 
same class as those who did that University of Houston Political Science Department study. 
*  The Book quoted most often by the Founding Fathers was Deuteronomy. 
*  The great theme of Deuteronomy is “Love and Obey.” 
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*  Jesus, based His statement “If you love Me, keep My commandments” from the truths 
found in Deuteronomy. 
*  So dominant was the Word of God in the lives of men in this nation’s early years, 
Charles Finney, the Billy Graham of the 1800’s, came to Jesus Christ by reading 
“Blackstone’s Commentaries on Law.” 
*  Blackstone unashamedly used Scripture, referring to chapter and verse for every 
principle of law he cited. 
*  Blackstone's Commentary on Law, introduced in 1757, became the law textbook for 
lawyers for 160 years, and the Supreme Court quoted from it to settle cases. 
*  It explains:  For Tax Exemption for Churches our Founding Fathers cited Ezra 7:24. 
*  The three branches of government are based on Isaiah 33:22, “For the LORD is our 
Judge, The LORD is our Lawgiver, The LORD is our King; He will save us.” 
*  And the separation of powers is based on the Book of Jeremiah. 
*  For the inscription on the Liberty Bell, the Speaker of the Pennsylvania Assembly asked 
that a portion of Leviticus 25:10 be used. 
*  There are many more historical truths which prove our Founding Fathers had very good 
knowledge of God's Word. 
 
F.  BLESSED IS THE NATION 
*  Blessed Is The Nation whose god is the Lord. 
*  Psalm 33:12,18 says in part, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord…the eyes of 
the Lord are on those who fear Him.” 
*  A God fearing people can make a powerful difference in God’s dealings with a nation. 
*  The Bible gives us powerful truths worth embracing. 
*  Psalm 147:11 tells us, “The Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their hope in 
His unfailing love.” 
*  On July 2, 1776, Congress voted to approve a complete separation from Great Britain. 
*  On July 4, 1776, the early draft of the Declaration of Independence was signed. 
*  Four days later, on July 08, 1776 - members of Congress took that document and read it 
aloud from the steps of Independence Hall, proclaiming it to the city of Philadelphia, after 
which the Liberty Bell was rung. 
*  A key truth, found in Leviticus 25:10, is inscribed around the top of the bell, “...proclaim 
liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants.” 
*  John Adams wrote to his wife in a letter about the day America declared her 
independence. 
*  He wrote, “This day will be the most memorable time in the history of America; it will be 
celebrated by succeeding generations.” 
*  Mr. Adams also said, “The general principles the Fathers achieved in independence, 
were the general principles of Christianity.” 
*  The Founding Fathers had a reverent fear of the Lord, a truth God still honors today. 
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*  John Adams, concerning Independence Day celebrations, said, “It ought to be 
commemorated as the day of deliverance by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty.” 
*  The Bible says in Deuteronomy 16: 18-20, “Appoint judges and officials for each of your 
tribes, in every town the Lord your God is giving you, and they shall judge the people 
fairly.  Do not pervert justice or show partiality.  Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds 
the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous.  Follow justice and justice alone, 
so that you may live and possess the land the Lord your God is giving you.” 
*  George Washington said, “It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and 
the Bible.” 
*  America needs God to restore our Supreme Court system to making decisions like the 
one delivered by Justice Brewer on February 29, 1892, 
*  “Our laws and our institution must necessarily be based upon and embody the teaching 
of the Redeemer of mankind.  It is impossible that it should be otherwise; and in this sense, 
and to this extent our civilization and institutions are emphatically Christian.  “This is a 
religious people.  This is historically true.  “From the discovery of this continent to the 
present hour, there is a single voice making affirmation.  We find everywhere a clear 
recognition of the same truth.  These, and many other matters which might be noticed, add 
a volume of unofficial utterance that this is a Christian nation.” 
*  In the late 1950’s the former Chief Justice Earl Warren, addressing the annual prayer 
breakfast of the International Council of Christian Leadership said,  
*  “I believe no one can read the history of our country without realizing that the Good 
Book (the Bible), and the Spirit of the Savior (Jesus Christ), have from the beginning been 
our guiding geniuses.” 
 
G.  GOVERNED BY CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES 
*  A Christian land must be governed by Christian Principles. 
*  The same objective is present, whether we look to the first Charter of Virginia, or to the 
Charter of New England, or to the Charter of Massachusetts Bay, or to the Foundational 
Orders of Connecticut. 
*  We believe the entire Bill of rights came into being because of the knowledge our 
forefathers had of the Bible and their belief in it:  freedom of belief, of expression, of 
assembly, of petition, the dignity of the individual, the sanctity of the home, equal justice 
under the law, and the reservation of powers to the people. 
*  We want to believe we are living today in the spirit of the Christian religion. 
*  The lack of hunger for God's Word, the living for self, the influence of this world’s views, 
the lack of knowledge of our Founding Father's efforts to please the Lord in governing this 
nation has caused many Americans to lose sight that, "God Rules Over Nations." 
*  This fact is seen in declarations made by several of our resent national leaders saying, 
"Americans do not consider themselves to be a Christian nation," an attempt at historical 
revisionism. 
*  Chief Justice William Rehnquist wisely observed, “No amount of repetition of historical 
error... can make the error true.” (Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U. S. 38, 106-107 (1984), 
Rehnquist, J.) 



 - 6 - 

*  The Holy Spirit of Christ wants Americans to understand, we are to appoint “judges” 
(Hebrew- sapat) who have the conviction that they are judging for the Lord. 
*  Servants Who Fear God:  The Lord had called forth a great leader, Moses. 
*  While Moses was judging the disputes of the people, Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, gave 
Moses some very good advice that Americans would do well to heed. 
*  “Select capable men from all the people--men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate 
dishonest gain, and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.” 
(Exodus 18:21) 
*  Matthew Henry in his exposition on Exodus 18:21 wrote, “[Jethro] advised such a model 
of government… [which believes] there is a God above them, Whose eye is upon them, to 
Whom they are accountable….” 
 
H.  WE NEED STATESMEN, NOT POLITICIANS 
*  We need statesmen, not politicians, who are men and women of prayer, and who 
passionately seek God’s wisdom through the written Word of God. 
*  Most of our Founding Fathers had great knowledge of God’s Word and they knew what 
was to be done. 
*  One of them was Noah Webster.  He wrote:  
*  "When you become entitled to exercise the right to vote for public offices, let it be 
impressed on your mind that God commands you to choose as rulers men who rule in the 
fear of God.  The preservation of a republican government depends on the faithful 
discharge of this duty; if the citizens neglect this duty and place unprincipled men in office 
the government will soon be corrupted...” 
*  It is a necessity that we have leaders who have the Godly character of Hezekiah. 
*  We read of Hezekiah in 2nd Kings 18:5-6. “5 He trusted in the LORD God of Israel; so 
that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before 
him. 6 For he clung to the LORD, and departed not from following him, but kept his 
commandments, which the LORD commanded Moses.” 
*  God has always raised up possible rulers:  1.) Those who serve themselves, taking from 
the people of God, or 2.) Rulers who rule in the true fear of the Lord. (1 Samuel 8) 
*  Which one will you vote for? 
 
I.  SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE 
*  Separation of Church and State:  “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech…” (excerpt from Amendment I, U. S. Constitution) 
*  The phrase, "Separation of Church and State" is not in the Constitution, nor was it ever 
even mentioned during the framing of that document in 1789, according to the 
Congressional Record.  
*  The phrase is not Constitutional at all! 
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*  It has been wrenched out of context from a private letter written in 1802, 11 years after 
the First Amendment was ratified. 
*  There was a widespread rumor going around at the time, that one particular 
denomination was to become the official national religion. 
*  This concerned the other denominations a great deal, since some had fled religious 
persecution by the official church of England. 
*  President Thomas Jefferson wrote to the concerned Danbury Baptist Association of 
Connecticut, assuring them that under the Constitution the federal government would not, 
and indeed could not, establish a national Christian denomination. 
*  In other words, the United States Congress could not legislate that all Americans,   (ctd) 
*  had to be Lutherans, or Episcopalians, or Baptists, or whatever. 
*  The courts, media and special interest groups have convinced the American people that 
we must have freedom from religion in the public square. 
*  Nothing is further from the truth. 
*  As a nation, we have been increasing the judicial and public approval and practice of 
shedding innocent blood of the littlest human beings, flaunting all sorts of abominations 
and sexual sins, forsaking our marriage covenants, calling good evil and evil good, and now 
pushing even the mention of God’s Holy Name out of public life under the false guise of 
“Separation of Church and State.” 
*  To such a people God's Word says, “These people come near to me with their mouth and 
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” (Isaiah 29:13) 
*  At this time of history God's Word says, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on 
Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  Let 
him turn to the Lord…” (Isaiah 55: 6, 7a) 
*  The Hebrew word "wicked" (raša) is used 264 times, often referring to those who are in 
the wrong. 
*  It is wrong to keep Americans from the historical facts, as a whole. 
*  Our nation's Founding Fathers never intended to keep God's truths from having an 
influence on the governing of a nation, with a motto like, "In God we trust." 
 
J.  REFORMATION CALLED FOR 
*  Reformation is Called For: 
*  Biblically examining the rule of kings who oversaw the nations of Judah and Israel 
reveals the truth that God blesses obedience and He chastens for disobedience. 
*  2nd Chronicles 17-20 reveals God’s view on the reign of Jehoshaphat. 
*  Understanding how God worked in the life of King Jehoshaphat helps us understand 
how the Lord wants to work in America. 
*  Like Jehoshaphat, American government has given into the desires of the wicked, giving 
them what they want, even though it breaks the heart of the Lord. 
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*  Just like the "seer, Jehu" was sent to King Jehoshaphat, it is time for modern day 
teachers of God’s Word to begin to rebuke politicians who help those whom the Bible says 
live in ways that are displeasing to God. 
*  Sadly, many in leadership claim to know God, but choose to live for the flesh and are 
lured by a world view. 
*  Watching the TV news and reading the daily newspaper reveals God’s wrath being 
poured out. (Read Romans 1:18-32) 
*  After the man of God's rebuke to Jehoshaphat for showing un-biblical love to those who 
hate the Lord's truth, the Bible records the fruit of repentance the king showed. 
*  He went among the people of the land and told them to return to the Lord. 
*  He appointed judges in the land, told them they should carefully choose what they do, for 
they were to be judging for God, not for man. 
*  They were to let the fear of the Lord be in their hearts. 
*  These judges were to warn people not to sin against the Lord, otherwise God’s wrath will 
be upon them. (2 Chronicles 19: 1-10) 
 
K.  QUESTIONS THAT MUST BE ASKED 
*  The questions must be asked, does our education system teach these historical facts? 
*  Do we live by the truths laid down by the signers of The Declaration of Independence? 
*  Does our government today have the same convictions as our Founding Fathers? 
*  This Father’s Day (and then, on the coming Fourth of July), do/will we live by the 
general principles of Christianity? 
*  Americans need to become wiser - they need to do the hard work of study, finding out 
what our Founding Fathers truly believed. 

*  Now, for our biggest question. 
*  Will enough citizens of this nation ever return & give real substance to the 
phrase, “One Nation Under God?” 
*  Or, will the United States of America continue down the, “slippery slope,” of secularism, 
agnosticism, or even atheism?  
*  Will it continue to fracture & major parts, perhaps even a majority of its people, forsake 
the priceless legacy left us by our Founding Fathers? 
*  Just recall Jonah, Chapter 3, Verse 10, from our liturgy today, which said: 
*  “10And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented of 
the disaster, that he had said that he would bring upon them; and he did it not.” 
*  Ronald Reagan told us: 
*  “If we ever forget that we are One Nation Under God, then we will be a nation gone 
under.” 
*  And, he also told us: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+14%3A21-25%2CJonah+1-4&version=NIV
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*  "Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction.  “We didn't pass it to 
our children in the bloodstream.  “It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for 
them to do the same.” 
*  We must Take God at His Word to repent, turn to Christ, and beseech Him to intervene 
for our nation once again. 
*  This Father’s Day (and then again, on the coming Fourth of July), take time to thank 
God for His blessings and chastisements upon the United States of America! 
 
L.  CONCLUSIONS 
*  There is a general absence of understanding the Biblical truths upon which the Founding 
Fathers of this nation laid its foundation.  
*  This ignorance erodes the Christian values of the Founding Fathers, which they had set 
as an ideal pattern of life for citizens of this nation of ours. 
*  We know the story of the cities, Sodom & Gomorrah found in Genesis 19:1-38 and 
elsewhere in Scripture. 
*  And, we also know the story of the city, Nineveh, that we reviewed today. 
*  Now, would we rather see Fairfax County turn out like Nineveh or Sodom & Gomorrah? 
*  How about the state of Virginia, like the cities of Nineveh or like Sodom & Gomorrah? 
*  And how about our country, the United States of America, like the city of Nineveh, or 
like Sodom and Gomorrah? 
*  It’s ultimately we, the people’s choice. 
*  So, let us look in the mirror … that “we” is us!!! 
*  Now, remembering our scripture lessons today about love, forgiveness and prayer,  we 
should ask our heavenly Father to teach us to love, to forgive, and to pray for all of our 
representatives and leaders at all levels of government. 
*  And we should also ask Him to teach us to hate evil wherever & whenever it exists, 
especially among all of our representatives and leaders. 
*  Praise be to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
*  So may it ever be. 
*  AMEN. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
FATHER’S DAY & OUR FOUNDERS 

 
Old Testament Lesson:  Jonah 3:1-10  “1And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the 
second time, saying, 2Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the 
preaching that I bid you. 3So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of 
the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city of three days' journey around it. 
4And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 5So the people of Nineveh believed God, and 
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 
6For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his 
robe from him, and covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7And he caused it to 
be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, 
saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything: let them not feed, nor 
drink water: 8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: 
yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. 
9Who can tell if God will turn and relent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not? 10And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God 
relented of the disaster, that he had said that he would bring upon them; and he did it not.” 
(KJ2000) 
 
Epistle Lesson:  1st Thessalonians 5:11-18:  “11Therefore comfort yourselves together, and 
edify one another, even as also you do. 12And we beseech you, brethren, to know them who 
labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 13And to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 14Now we 
exhort you, brethren, warn them that are idle, encourage the faint-hearted, support the 
weak, be patient toward all men. 15See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever 
follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men. 16Rejoice evermore. 
17Pray without ceasing. 18In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.” (KJ2000) 
 
First Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 6:9-15:  “9After this manner therefore pray: Our Father 
who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10Your kingdom come. Your will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. 11Give us this day our daily bread. 12And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. 13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 
yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 14For if you forgive 
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15But if you forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (KJ2000) 
 
Second Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 22:34-40:  “34But when the Pharisees had heard that he 
had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. 35Then one of them, who was 
a lawyer, asked him a question, testing him, and saying, 36Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law? 37Jesus said unto him, You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38This is the first and great 
commandment. 39And the second is like unto it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (KJ2000)  
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PRAYERS 
FATHER’S DAY & OUR FOUNDERS 

 
 Opening Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, we ask that you hear our prayers here today.  
God, we remember the words of your Son, Christ Jesus, when He said, “For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”  We give thanks 
to you for our many joys and blessings.  We also ask your healing mercy upon us as we 
each bear our earthly pains and miseries.  And help us remember that life here on this 
earth, is short, but eternity, with its rewards for the redeemed in Christ, is forever.  And, 
by your grace we will spend eternity in heaven, where there will be neither pain nor 
suffering.  We ask that you touch our minds today, as we attempt to recognize and 
understand the true purposes of love, forgiveness and prayer in our Christian lives.  And 
God, we ask that you guide our minds and hearts as we strive to live by this understanding.  
We ask these things in the name of your Son, Christ Jesus, who suffered infinite pain on the 
cross of Calvary that we might be saved and have eternal life.  Amen. 
 Benediction:  Let us go from this place today with God’s richest blessings.  And the sure 
knowledge that Christ Jesus died on the cross for our sins that we might have eternal life.  
We ask that you have touched our minds and hearts today, as we attempt to recognize and 
understand the true purposes of love, forgiveness and prayer in our Christian lives.  And 
finally, we ask that you guide our minds and hearts as we strive to live by this 
understanding.  We ask these things in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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